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Michael Bates, Bruno Tocanne and Rémi Gaudillat have met each other when they shared the stage in Lyon - France in 
2008, Michael playing with his 4tet "Open Source" and the others two with the «Nachoff - Tocanne Project». The first 

concert, of these 4 musicians in early 2009 during a tour of Michael Bates and Samuel Blaser in Europe, has been 
decisive. The sharing of directories has proven to be very complementary, immediate agreement between the double 

bassist Michael Bates  and the drummer Bruno Tocanne had demonstrated that they were clearly made to agree, the two 
other musicians were playing with generosity and a bright sound as if they had played together since a very long time ... 
An innovative mix of new yorker jazz and european one for a project  of freedom, energy, sincerity, humor and abetting!

«A large bowl of fresh air, far  from academicisms  ! »
CULTURE JAZZ  2009

This project is a continuation of international meetings and exchanges that Bruno Tocanne began with the 
imuZZic collective since  ten years with, among others, musicians of the new jazz scene in North America 

(Canada and USA).



Michael Bates
"Bates demonstrates his rock solid composing skills and enviable technical faculties....Simply put, Bates has 

the ability to make a huge impact on the existing state of modern jazz!"  – Glenn Astarita 

As a composer and musician, Michael Bates “serves up melodic modernism and contrapuntal elegance” 
(”Time Out, New York”) and his influences range from Shostakovich, Miles Davis and Ornette Coleman to 
Bad Brains, Wayne Shorter and John Zorn. Known as a both a leader and double bassist in several 
collectives, he has performed with Quinsin Nachoff, Russ Johnson, Chris Speed, Michael Blake, Gerald 
Cleaver, Dan Weiss, ZIv Ravitz, Jeff Davis, Kevin Turcotte, George Garzone, John Stetch, Scott Dubois, Ohad 
Talmor, Michael Attias, Michael Sarin and several other creative musicians. 

His debut cd “Outside Sources” was called one of the best albums of 2004 by Cadence Magazine editor Bob 
Rusch. His second album, "A Fine Balance" (2006) was also exceptionally received and garnered many 
effusive reviews including several "best of 2006" designations. Released on the German based record label, 
Between the Lines, A Fine Balance contains ten compositions that combine exquisite melodies and 
contrapuntal textures with an organic and interactive approach to playing jazz. 

Michael's latest recordings "Clockwise" (2008) and "Live in New York" are available on trumpeter Dave 
Douglas' label Greenlaf Music Mr. Douglas notes, “I whole-heartedly recommend taking special note in 
Outside Sources! Michael Bates is a fantastic bassist and an engaging composer.". The new cds feature 
several more contrapuntal pieces that have been described as “gems that manages to navigate that most 
difficult and rarely traveled road leading to accessible experimentation....always forward–thinking but also 
beautiful and within the grasp of even the most casual jazz fan. (Chris Watson, “The View”). 

Michael grew up in Canada and often worked at the Vancouver International Jazz Festival. Even though he 
was exposed to musicians such as Sun Ra, Thomas Chapin, the Clusone Trio and Dave Holland, he began 
playing music in hardcore and punk rock bands and maintains that being a jazz musician is no different. 
While the music he writes and performs is rooted in the jazz, classical and creative music traditions, 
hardcore’s ‘Do It Yourself’ ethos remains an important component of his music. He is well known as a hard 
worker and motivated performer. 

Michael has recorded four cd's as a leader and over a dozen as a sideman. He has composed well over two 
hundred pieces of music including works for chamber ensembles, string quartets and solo double bass. As a 
touring artist, he has visited Europe, Asia, the United States and Canada and was on faculty for five years at 
the Banff International Jazz Workshop. He has studied with the former principal bassist of the Tokyo 
Symphony, Yoshio Nagashima, at the University of Toronto with Don Thompson and Dave Young and in 
New York with bassist/composer Mark Helias and Tony Falanga. Michael currently lives in Brooklyn, New 
York with his wife, Celena and small dog, Cosmo. 
 



Samuel Blaser

Jazz trombonist and composer Samuel Blaser, who has earned serious attention and enthusiastic praise over the last few 
years for his daring virtuosity and engaging improvisations, advances his artistry to even greater heights on his new CD, 

7th Heaven, just released on the Between the Lines/Double Moon label in Germany. A prolific talent with a truly 
collaborative spirit, Blaser brings together guitarist Scott Dubois, bassist Thomas Morgan and drummer Gerald Cleaver 
to create seven separate songs that explore the territory between hard bop and free jazz, all of which confirm that a new 
trombone star has risen in the realm of the Improviser’s Art.In listening to Blaser’s spectral trombone playing you hear 
tradition, finesse and questing innovation. His strong, colorful tone allows him to express his musical ideas in a 
straightforward manner, so each nuance of his phrasing stands complete and purposeful. With an astute command of 
rhythm and an impeccable ear for melody and harmony, Blaser fashions entertaining original compositions that 
emphasize his versatile playing and deep commitment to the jazz aesthetic.  Blaser was born and raised in La Chaux-de-
Fonds, Switzerland, located in the Neuchâtel canton and center of the country’s famed watch-making industry. It is also a 
vibrant jazz metropolis, and once was home to a pair of expatriate American jazz legends—pioneering saxophone and 
clarinetist Sidney Bechet and bebop drummer Kenny “Klook” Clarke—as well as the famed Swiss jazz trombonist 
Raymond Droz.

The middle of three brothers, Blaser was inspired to play trombone at an early age after seeing a marching band perform 
at a local parade. “I guess I like how the big, showy slide of the trombone was used,” he says. There was always a lot of 
musical enjoyment in Blaser’s family: his father, a book manufacturer, was interested in Swiss folk music, while his 
mother, a machinist in a watch factory, loved American R&B and jazz. At 9 years old, Blaser started lessons on the 
trombone and quickly developed, thanks to the support of his parents. While he kept up an interest in Egyptology in his 
youth, Blaser became a truly devoted musical student, entering the local conservatory at 14 and graduating seven years 
later in 2002. During this time he won numerous awards for both his classical and jazz performances, including the 
Benny Golson Prize in 2000, and was able to work in various big bands featuring guest luminaries like Phil Woods, Clark 
Terry, Jimmy Heath, Buddy DeFranco and Jim McNeely.After ending his formal education, Blaser studied privately for 
three years and maintained a steady schedule of bandstand appointments. He worked with the prestigious Vienna Art 
Orchestra, and then represented Switzerland in the European Radio Big Band “Tribute to Oscar Peterson” tour in 2005. 
A Fulbright scholarship to study in the United States at Conservatory of Music at Purchase College in New York followed, 
and in the next year he won the J. J. Johnson Prize while also copping the “Public Prize” and “Jury’s Favorite Player” at 
the Fribourg Jazz Festival. With his growing reputation as a young artist worth checking out, Blaster then landed a spot 
with his own band in the concert series at the Zagreb Jazz Festival.

Blaser began leading his own groups early on, and his working quartet these days features guitarist Todd Neufeld, bassist 
Thomas Morgan and drummer Tyshawn Storey. Dividing his time between New York City and Berlin, Blaser continues to 
work with a number of other groups as well, such as the new Braff Blaser duo, Malcolm Braff & TNT,  Animal Forum, 
Peter van Huffel & Sophie Tassignon, and the Ravitz / Blaser Duo. Recent sidework has found the trombonist sharing the 
stage with Renee Rosnes, Hal Galper and David Taylor, among others, leading Rene Laanen of USA Trombone Online to 
state, “Samuel Blaser is one of today’s finest trombonists.”Perpetual motion and continued industry seem to be Blaser’s 

abiding principles. Although 7th Heaven has barely hit the streets, the trombonist is getting ready to release a virtual 
plethora of new recordings: two more CDs with the Samuel Blaser Quartet on Clean Feed Records; a brazen solo CD that 
journeys to the limits of the avant-garde, to be released on SLAM Productions in the UK; and  the debut Braff Blaser 
album, YaY, on Fresh Sound New Talent. 

“The world of music fascinates me to no end, and I’m determined to take one journey after another with my instrument 
and work,” says Blaser. “It’s all about discovery and communicating new ideas. Believe me, I’m proof that a shiny 

trombone can send a message right to your heart and change your life.”
By Thomas Staudter 



Bruno Tocanne
“A  munificent, subtle and lavish drummer !" JAZZ MAGAZINE 2008

"For the past 20 years , musician, teacher and activist Bruno Tocanne has been a catalyst for improvised music,bringing 
together some of the most creative musicians on the French and International scenes.  Bruno's travels around the globe 

have resulted in musical encounters with Dave BURELL (USA) Steve POTTS (USA),Yuri KUSNETSOV (Ukraine), 
Vladimir VOLKOV (Russia), Russ JOHNSON (USA), Jean VANASSE (Canada), Quinsin NACHOFF (Canada), Itaru OKI 
(Japan), Tom WALSH (Canada), Michael BATES (USA), Louis SCLAVIS (France)..."  MUSIC NETWORK - IRELAND 2006

Born in Paris in 1955, he began his studies in drums with the drummer Jean Louis Méchali,  jazz an improvisation in the 
Manuel Villaroel and Steve Lacy workshops

Current project

Nachoff - Tocanne Project 
Quinsin Nachoff, Bruno Tocanne, Fred Roudet, Rémi Gaudillat and Lionel Martin / album 2008 : "5 new dreams" TOP 

ALBUMS of the year 2008
Bruno Tocanne "new dreams" trio

Two wind instruments / Rémi Gaudillat (trompet) and Damien Sabatier (saxs), Bruno Tocanne (dms)
[ invited Louis Sclavis, Hasse Poulsen... ] - album 2007 "new dreams nOw !" ELECTED Ctizen Jazz

 imuZZic Libre Ensemble
Fred Roudet, Philippe Gordiani, Fred Meyer, Rémi Gaudillat, Benoît Keller, Damien Sabatier + invited

I Overdrive trio
Philippe Gordiani (guit) Rémi Gaudillat (tpt) Bruno Tocanne (dms)

Mad Kluster
4tet Alain Blesing, Bruno Tocanne, Fred Roudet, Benoît Keller

- 2009 creation - Recording september 2009
imuZZic collective

80s Numerous pop-rock groups. Among them, Dider Thibaut’ “Moving“, then played regularly with jazz musicians like  
Laurent Cugny,Serge Lazarevitch, Jean Phillipe Viret, Michel Saulnier... Toured Europe and Canada with “L’Orchestre 

Sympathique de Montréal” (Jean Vanasse, Michel Saulnier, François Richard) . 90s  Toured and recorded  “Hors Serie“  
with Sophia Domancich, Phillipe Sellam and Michel Saulnier, then with the Sophia Domancich Trio with Paul Rogers, 

featuring John Greaves... - Bruno Tocanne Reunion which brought together Laurent Dehor, Malo Vallois, Daniel Casimir, 
Patrick Fradet... - Co-founded “Polysons“ collective with Jean-Remy Guédon and Serge Adam and then played w/ 

Antoine Hervé, Renaud Garcia-Fons...  2000s  Musical residency in  Lyon with Catherine Delaunay, they host guest 
artists like Louis Sclavis, Denis Badault, Alain Blesing, Regis Huby, Emmanuel Bex, Lucia Recio, Serge Lazarevitch... - 
Recorded in duet with Catherine Delaunay and began a series of concerts that insclued tours in Japan, Ukraine, Poland 

and Canada. -  Founded the imuZZic network collective in 2000 : actually w/ Lionel Martin, Benoit Keller and Rémi 
Gaudillat, who host guest artists like Louis Sclavis,  Russ Johnson, Sophia Domancich, Xavier Garcia, Fred Roudet, 

Michael Bates, Samuel Blaser... - Formed Trio Resistances with Lionel Martin and Benoit Keller. 3 albums, the two laters 
signed to Cristal Records.  - Toured with pianist Dave Burell (USA) and Catherine Delaunay in Japan. - Performed in 

Montréal alongside Tom Walsh and Richard Savoie and w/ quebec poet José Aquelin. - Toured with Jean Vannasse and 
Jean-Phillipe Viret 4tet and 5tet in France and in Montréal. - Performed and recorded “Y en a qui manquent pas d’air“ 

brass band under direction of Catherine Delaunay - Creative music for photo display by Jaques Bisceglia w/ Itaru Oki and 
Daniel Huck...

- Other 2000's performances
with Jean Méreu and Guy Villerd (ARFI), with Francesco Bearzatti and Régis Huby with  Enzo Rocco (guit - Italy) and 
bassist Fréderic Monino, with the canadian saxophonist and clarinetist Quinsin Nachoff and Russ Johnson (tpt – usa) 

with Hasse Poulsen (guit – Danemark)...
Selected discography

5 new dreams nachoff - tocanne project / cristal 2008 TOP ALBUMS MONTREAL GAZETTE and *** JAZZMAN
new dreams nOw ! tocanne"new dreams" trio + lionel martin, rémi gaudillat / cristal 2007 **** JAZZMAN

etats d'urgence trio résistances - tocanne, martin, keller / cristal 2005 ELECTED by CITIZEN JAZZ
global songs trio résistances - tocanne, martin, keller / cristal 2004 ELECTED by CITIZEN JAZZ and***JAZZMAN

coeur de lune  delaunay, casimir, havet, martin, tocanne / nocturne 2003 RECOMANDED by REPERTOIRE 
résistances  tocanne, martin, keller / agapes 2002 CD OF THE MONTH in JAZZBREAK 
tocade(s)  duo tocanne - delaunay / agapes 2000 SELECTED CD in JAZZ MAGAZINE 

odessa  bruno tocanne réunion / quoi de neuf 1994 CD OF THE MONTH  in DRUMS MAGAZINE 
funerals trio sophia domancich / gimini 1991 CHOC in LE MONDE DE LA MUSIQUE 

hors série  sellam, saulnier, tocanne, domancich / caravan 1990

http://www.imuzzic.net/lecollectifenglish.htm
http://www.imuzzic.net/quartet%20blesing.html
http://www.imuzzic.net/i.overdrive%20trio.html
http://www.imuzzic.net/i.overdrive%20trio.html
http://www.imuzzic.net/newdreams.html
http://www.imuzzic.net/nachofftocanneenglish.html


Rémi Gaudillat

Après des études de musique au CNR de Lyon, Rémi Gaudillat se tourne résolument vers le jazz innovant et 
les musiques improvisées. Il monte sa première formation, le trio «Non Violence» avec le quel il enregistre 

en 2004 et  auquel participe le trompettiste Jean-Luc Cappozzo. Il intègre ensuite le quintet du pianiste 
Joachim Expert, avec lequel il remporte le Prix du Jury «Suivez le Jazz» 2005. Il quitte le quintet en 2005 

pour créer une nouvelle formation : «Docteur Lester», un brass band qui réunit huit musiciens et qui 
s'inspire du «Brass Fantasy» du trompettiste Lester Bowie. Ce brass band remporte en 2006 le tremplin 

«Suivez le Jazz» et participe au festival A Vaulx Jazz 2006 . Un premier disque sort en 2007, remarqué par 
Jazz Magazine, Culture Jazz... Un deuxième disque sort en 2009.  La rencontre avec le batteur Bruno 

Tocanne et le saxophoniste Lionel Martin est déterminante : Rémi rejoint le réseau imuZZic à la fin de 
l'année 2006. Les projets sont nombreux, d'abord le trio de Bruno Tocanne dont l'album «new dreams 

nOw !» sort en 2007 (salué par Jazzman, Jazz Magazine, Citizen Jazz...), et qui invite des musiciens comme 
Hasse Poulsen ou Louis Sclavis, mais également le «Nachoff-Tocanne Project», initié par le saxophoniste 

canadien Quinsin Nachoff et Bruno Tocanne, dont le disque est sorti en novembre 2008.  La même année le 
trompettiste crée le quartet «Call it Anything» avec lequel il enregistre en compagnie de Fred Meyer 

(guitare), Benoît Keller   (contrebasse) et Bruno Tocanne (batterie). Il y  propose un jazz résolument actuel, 
généreux et sans œillères, sur des compositions originales.

«Rémi Gaudillat ne cesse d’album en album de nous emballer totalement» 
LDNJ

«Of special note are Gaudillat's heartfelt «Jouer Sans Entraves» and his smoking «Q.L» 
EXCLAIM.CA

«Des compositions d'une simplicité profonde» 
CITIZEN JAZZ
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